To Whom It May Concern,
I write to support Anna Kerr and acknowledge the support I have received from her in the past for
the LGBTI community group I ran called Lesbian Open House.
Open House held meetings at the Women’s Library in King Street, Newtown between 2001 – 2018.
It was a discussion group that met every Tuesday night. It was open and encouraging to all who
identified as ‘lesbian, bisexual, transgender, asexual and just don’t know’. It truly celebrated
diversity and I have included an online description of the group as a postscript below.
Anna was the convenor of the Women’s Library for the last few years that Open House was
operating there. She was always incredibly supportive of this LGBTQ group. When I told her it was
closing down she wanted to explore ways that it could continue operating.
I am perplexed as to why the City Council is withdrawing their rent subsidy for Anna and the
Feminist Legal Clinic as I have always found her a staunch ally of the LGBTQ community. I would be
pleased to talk to you further regarding this issue.

Kind regards

Jeannie Sotheran
Facilitator of Lesbian Open House community group (now closed)
Mobile 0415 295 471
Email: sydneyopenhouse@yahoo.com.au
p.s. an online description of Lesbian Open House

Sydney Lesbian Open House is a lesbian discussion and social group meeting every Tuesday at
7pm at the Women’s Library, 10 Brown St, Newtown (just behind the City of Sydney Library). The
discussion lasts from 7 till 8 then we head down to the Marlborough Hotel for coffee and/or
drinks. It’s a free group and run by volunteers. It’s open to all who identify as lesbian, bisexual,
transgender, asexual or just don’t know. It’s ideal for women just coming out or who have been
out for a while or for those who don’t think they are “proper” lesbians. Normally around 20 women
attend each meeting with ages ranging from late teens to late 60s and from all sorts of
backgrounds – this absolute mix contributes enormously to the diversity and interest of the
group. The meeting lasts for an hour starting with introductions and then the discussion topic for
the evening. The topic is passed around and you may talk on it or just listen. Afterwards
everyone heads down to the local hotel for a drink and a chat. Open House has been running in
Sydney since 2000 and has run in Melbourne for around 40 years. Both groups are run by a
passionate bunch of volunteers who believe there should be better ways of making friendships
than spending every Saturday night in a dark bar shouting to make yourself heard.

